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	Memorandum

To:	All Healthcare Providers in Newfoundland and Labrador Health Services
From: 	Public Health Microbiology Laboratory (PHML)
Date: 	21 November 2025
Re:	Update to Real-Time PCR Assay for Mycobacterium tuberculosis Complex (MTBC)

	

	

	

	Dear Colleagues,

Effective November 21st, 2025, the PHML will introduce an update to the existing real-time quantitative PCR (qPCR) assay used for the molecular detection of Mycobacterium tuberculosis Complex (MTBC) DNA. 

This test remains part of the current Mycobacterium panel order (mnemonic MYCOCUP). No changes are required to ordering practices, sample collection or sample transport.

Key Updates
1. Enhanced MTBC Detection
0. The updated assay now targets three MTBC genes: IS6110, IS1081, and MpB70.
0. This multi-gene approach ensures reliable detection across all strains of MTBC.
1. Removal of Mycobacterium spp. in PCR Reporting
1. The previous Mycobacterium spp. DNA target has been removed from the assay.
1. Reports will now provide MTBC-specific results only.
1. Testing for non-tuberculous mycobacteria (NTM) continues through microscopy and culture.

Thank you for your attention to this update.

Sincerely, 
Public Health Microbiology Laboratory, Newfoundland and Labrador Health Services

Nicole Butler                                                                   Dr. Robert Taylor, PhD, FCCM
Operations Manager- PHML                                            Interim Division Head- Microbiology
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